Megan Weber


RSS Reflection  - http://www.google.com/ig
When I read through the RSS assignment, I was totally lost. I had no idea what a RSS page was, let alone what it allowed the user to do. After going through the RSS lab I chose to use Netvibes as my RSS homepage. It seemed simple and since it was used in the virtual classroom I felt that it would be easiest to use. After two weeks of checking and reading the updates, I was unable to get the page to load again. After trying a variety of fixes, I contacted Netvibes support and they couldn’t help me either. So I had to switch to an iGoogle RSS page. I actually found this page much easier to use and more user friendly. 
I decided to set up my RSS page thinking I was still teaching Life Skills. This course taught a variety of different topics, including cooking and baking. The pages I decided to keep track were: Sharing Tips using Technology, Techlearning, Marthastewart.com, Simple Recipes, Google News, NPR News, Webblog-ed.com, Baking Bites Blog, CNN.com, Baby Names of the Day, YouTube, Weather, Michigan State News-Top Stories, and a couple turtle widgets. 
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Obviously a couple of these pages were just for fun. Since I am 10 weeks pregnant with my second child, I found the new name a day update quite informative. My husband and I would discuss the name and if we liked it we would put it on the “possible name” list. The turtles were also just for fun. When you click anywhere on their screen a piece of food drops and they swim or walk to eat the food. I have a real turtle, named Squirt, so it’s fun having a digital one too. 
The other pages have benefited my professional development in a variety of ways. The pages that have an educational basis allow me to see what other educators have done and give me new ideas that I could use in my own classroom. I really like the sharing tips page because many of the tips are quick and you can read a lot of them in a short period of time. Being a stay at home mom doesn’t give me a ton of time alone so the quick tips are very convenient. The Techlearning page does just that. It’s amazing to see how many different posts are uploaded on a day to day basis. When it comes to tracking the different pages, some pages changed on an hourly basis, while others wouldn’t change for days. 

With keeping track of these sites, I’ve learned a many new tips or ideas to use in the classroom. I love the Techlearning site because many of the tips deal with science items. One of my favorites was making a saxophone style instrument out of a water bottle, straw, and a paper tube. The tip took you to a site that gave you step by step instructions as well as a video to help you out. Also there was information posted about grants available for classroom management software. It was so simple using the RSS page to find these tips too. Since it was the most recent post it was number one on my list. I love the convenience of being able to see the new stuff first, but still have the ability to go through older posts. 
I really like the news feed for Michigan State. It allows me to stay on top of what’s going on on campus with out actually being there. Since our regular news covers MSU news, but not always in great detail, this page allows me to follow up on a story. For example, 4 MSU students decided to pull a prank on a friend using pumpkins and fireworks the day after Halloween.  I heard about the story on WILX news, but there was never a follow up story. So I got on the MSU news feed and got all the details I wanted. It turns out a couple of the students could face up to 5 years in prison. I know living so close to the MSU campus, many of my students could be fans of the school. I could use this site in my classroom to keep them updated on appropriate topics. The other local news feeds I have on my RSS page could allow me to begin each class period discussing a local topic. 
If I taught a computer class I think it would be such a neat idea to have each student create their own RSS page and keep track of the updates. You could set certain guidelines and ask the students to keep track of a certain feed so a specific amount of days. This could allow the students to have control of their topic, but requires them choose wisely. You really could use a RSS page in any classroom. When I taught English, the first thing each day the students did a Quick Write. This was a short journal entry on the topic that was posted on the board. You could choose something from your RSS page to have the students write about. You could really do this idea in any classroom. Writing is an important concept that needs to be integrated in every subject area. 
I’ve written a few comments on different blogs. I wrote on the recipe blog site after trying a recipe. Since I changed it a little bit, I made sure to note my changes. I got a reply saying that they loved that idea and would try it the next time they made it. I also posted a comment on Martha Stewarts blog. I never got a response from her though. I have a feeling that she isn’t the one who actually posts things on her site anyway. 
After spending these past weeks learning all the benefits of a RSS page, I really feel they are a beneficial teaching tool and resource. You care able to do many things and keep track of specific sites that benefit your professional development, give tips for lessons, and keep in contact with other educators. I know that I would use one of these in my own classroom as a quick reference tool. I look forward to sharing my knowledge of how to start a RSS page with my future colleagues. 

Example of Tracking on CNN.com:  The site is updated a variety of times throughout the day


Nov. 28th – FDA Approves New Flu Vaccine


Nov. 29th – 18 Missing after Russia Train Derailment 


Nov. 30th - Study: Early Autism Intervention in Toddlers is Effective


Nov. 30th – Scores Arrested in Wildlife Poaching Raids


Dec. 1st – NASA: Debris No Threat to Space Station


Dec. 1st – Key Points of Obama’s Strategies for Afghanistan











